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20th June 2022
Dear Parents and Carers

As you know, Ofsted visited our school on the 4th and 5th of May and I am writing to share
with you the report that OFSTED will publish on their website next week. The full report can
be read here:

10227309 Bedford Road Primary 109461 Final (1).pdf

Whilst I, along with the staff of the school, am disappointed with the overall outcome, there
are many positives to celebrate and I feel that given the disruption of the Pandemic, the
report is a fair reflection of where we are on our improvement journey.

There are many positives to be celebrated within the report:

Ofsted found Leadership and Management of the school to be ‘Good’. They agreed that
leaders have worked effectively to improve the school. They recognised that our new middle
leaders are also bringing about swift change.

They found that pupils feel safe and happy at the school and are well looked after and that
pupils behave well, with adults using a range of strategies to help keep pupil’s behaviour on
track. They judged Behaviour and Attitudes to be ‘Good’

They recognised the improvements made to our Early Years Foundation Stage and also
judged this to be ‘Good’

They appreciated our ‘values’ education which supports pupils to be respectful and tolerant
members of the school community. They judged personal development to be ‘Good’.

They agreed with our self evaluation that pupils with Special Education Needs and /or
Disabilities have high quality support.

They also concluded that Safeguarding is effective.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aP3nc5rlruKjCTev-Ldcr2aiuWbXDqqj/view?usp=sharing


However, the inspection found that the quality of education still requires some improvement.
The inspection team carried out in depth reviews, ‘deep dives’ into History, Geography,
Reading, Maths and Science. In our own school self evaluation, we had identified that our
History and Geography curriculum still requires some development and we also need to
work on the associated assessment of these subjects. Although Ofsted complimented us on
our Maths and Science curriculum, they agreed with us that work still needs to be done to
support History and Geography.

In Reading, they identified that some children who have fallen behind due to the pandemic
are now in need of intervention to help them catch up. Sadly due to unprecedented staff
absence in the Autumn and Spring term the leadership team and I had to prioritise keeping
classes open over providing additional tuition to individuals. Since Easter, as a school, we
have been working very hard to ensure that all children who need this additional support are
receiving it.

Our Leadership team is committed to, and excited to see through the next stage of our
development journey. Already our senior team have identified and have begun to plan the
implementation of  a new Geography and History curriculum that we will teach from
September. We have also decided to refresh our Art and Design and Technology curriculum
too. The staff are excited to begin this new work with the children. As the new curriculum
area plans are introduced, we will share them with you on the school’s website.

We will also continue the work that has already been started in developing a robust new
reading curriculum to ensure that all children make excellent progress in Reading and catch
up on any losses due to disrupted learning over the past two years.

I thank you for continuing to support the school and for all of your positive feedback to the
inspection team during the visit.  As I said in my newsletter, your children were exceptional
during the two day visit. They spoke with inspectors who shared with us how polite,
respectful and articulate the children were. I was so very proud to hear this and I know you
will be too.

I remain incredibly proud of our staff team.  Like myself, they want the very best for your
children and they remain committed and dedicated to ensuring they are safe, happy and
enjoying learning which in turn will ensure that the children are supported to ‘be the best they
can be’.

Finally, I want to assure you that the whole staff team will continue to work hard on these two
development areas, whilst ensuring that we also keep standards high in all other areas.  I
look forward to sharing updates on our curriculum plans and the new assessment tools we
will be using alongside these plans.

Lindsay Gould


