
19 May 2022

Dear Parent/Carer

COVID Vaccination of 5 to 11 year olds – Update

National experts have advised that parents of children aged 5 to 11 years should be offered
the chance to have their child vaccinated. Vaccination is particularly important for children
who have health conditions that put them at higher risk from COVID-19.

For most children COVID-19 is a mild illness that lasts a few days, but for a very small
number symptoms may be more serious or last longer. Vaccination will reduce the chance
of your child suffering from COVID-19, and two doses should give long lasting protection
against serious complications of infection – including any future waves due to new variants.

If you wish to bring your 5 to 11 year old child for their COVID-19 vaccination, you can
either book on-line through the national booking system: www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or
by calling 119 between 8.00am and 8.00pm every day. Availability is updated frequently so
please check this regularly.

The majority of COVID-19 vaccinations for 5 to11year olds are being offered from the large
vaccination centres across Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes. Alternatively, you are
welcome to walk-in to any of the centres listed on this page on the BLMK website:
www.blmkccg.nhs.uk/covid-19/parentguide/.

The following guidance will help you prepare your child for a vaccination. We know that
some young children are anxious about needles and we do hope this will help them.

Assistance with transport
The free Vaxi Cabs service is available for families who may find it difficult to travel to our
vaccination centres. Each local authority has full details on their website:
Bedford Borough
Central Bedfordshire

We hope this information helps you to access COVID-19 vaccination for your child. If you
have questions about the COVID-19 vaccination programme please check
www.blmkccg.nhs.uk/covid-19/parentguide/ or you can contact the Clinical Commissioning
Group at: blmkccg.covid.vaccinationsspoc@nhs.net.

Yours sincerely

5 to 11yrs COVID Vaccination Team (Bedfordshire, Luton & Milton Keynes)
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