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HEADTEACHER'S NOTE

As we approach the end of this half term, it is tinged with sadness for many of us in the Bedford Road community. 

After almost 20 years years of working at the school, it is time to say goodbye to a dear friend and colleague, Mrs 

Holden.

Mrs Holden started working at Bedford Road as a Nursery Nurse in our Early Years Foundation Stage classroom. 

Though she excelled in this role and demonstrated a passion and a skill for early years education,  it soon became 

clear that her skills set extended beyond that of supporting children and that Mrs Holden had a natural affinity 

with, and ability to support, families too.

When the opportunity arose within the school to carve out a new role of Family Support Worker, Mrs Holden was 

the natural choice. For the past 11 years, Mrs Holden has not only worked tirelessly to ensure that children are 

kept safe (as our safeguarding lead) but she has also helped many, many families when they have reached out for 

support. I know from the many conversations I have had that Mrs Holden has touched many of your lives and she 

will be sorely missed.

Of course it must be said, that the Mrs Holden you will be less familiar with is the Mrs Holden we see in school as 

our colleague, Janet. Over the years Janet has been a huge support to the staff too. She is always there to lend a 

listening ear, a helping hand  and on many occasions her humour has helped us through difficult times. Nothing 

has been too much trouble, she has freely given up her own time to support community issues and school 

initiatives.

On a personal note,  Janet has been a fiercely loyal and dedicated colleague. I am going to miss her enormously.  I 

know you will join me in wishing  Janet the most wonderful and well deserved retirement. 

Thank you Janet for everything. 

Lindsay Gould
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I HEALTHY SCHOOLS WEEK GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

This year, Bedford Road Primary 

School is taking part  in Healthy 

Schools Week.  This will be held from 

Monday 21st June to Friday 25th June. 

We shall be promoting healthy 

eat ing, wellbeing and physical 

act ivity. Many varied and different 

act ivit ies have been planned for the 

week and the emphasis will be upon 

encouraging the children to try a new 

sport or take part  in more physical 

act ivity than usual, for example an 

extra hour in the day or week and we 

will also be support ing the chidlren's 

mental health and wellbeing.

Throughout the week, the children 

will have an opportunity to 

part icipate in a number of act ivit ies 

that they may or may not have 

experienced before. There will also 

be  sports coaches coming in to 

deliver a range of sport ing sessions.

The children will need to come 

dressed in their school PE kit each 

day (white PE top, their school 

jumper, with black shorts  or black 

tracksuit  bottoms and white or black 

trainers).  

Name: Mrs Maslen

Role:  I am the Special Educat ional Needs and Disabilit ies Co-ordinator 
(SENDCo) here at Bedford Road Primary - best job in the school!                          
I spend my days  striving to  make  sure that our children's needs are 
ident ified and met, and that the children are happy and make progress.  This 
means working closely with families, the children, staff in the school and 
professionals in health, social care and educat ion services (such as EPs, 
sensory impairment, speech therapists, mental health services, early help, 
social workers, aut ism advisors etc etc).                                                                                   
It 's a challenging but rewarding role and it  is great to be able to work across 
the school and wave at so many lit t les and grown-ups everyday.

Hobbies include: 

Watching Doctor Who,  Avengers movies  and movies with Minions in, with 
some cheesey crackers and some maltesers of course!

Playing 'Pokemon Go' as we walk the many country parks in  Bedfordshire 
with my son Dexter, or board games on a rainy day.

Singing as we cook with my daughter Elodie - accompanied by our very 
nosey, affect ionate and beautiful Devon Rex cats Izzy and Sonny!

Why I think that  Bedford Road is the best  place to work:   

The children! The children are friendly, polite and are the only beings I know 
that love to chat as much as me :)                                                                                            
The team - everybody is so dedicated to be  the best we can be - we support 
each other and have the best ideas for the children.

Most  memorable moment  in school:  a surprise assembly a few years ago:  

I've made some awesome friends here  too! Whilst                                                                                     
doing some phonics with a group, we found the                                                                       
most enormous spiders living under a gigant ic                                                                           
teddy bear  - we named them Vastra and Strax!

EMBRACE CHILD VICTIMS OF CRIME

DC Haywood, works for Bedfordshire Police and will be running this year 's 
London Marathon on behalf of Embrace, a charity that helps support children 
who have been victims of serious crime.  As part of his training, DC Haywood 
will be running 12km dressed in the Embrace mascot costume Alfie bear on 
Saturday 22nd May.  He will be running from the Bedfordshire Police HQ and 
finishing at Addison Park at 12pm for a Teddy's Bears Picnic.  There will also be 
some stalls and wet sponges to throw! 



I COVID UPDATE

Thank you again for 

supporting the school with 

all of our COVID rules and 

systems. As I type this, we 

have been notified that 

although restrictions may be 

easing as part of the road 

map out of lockdown, 

infections have started to 

increase again in Bedford 

Borough. 

The Governors have agreed 

that for continuity, safety 

and for ease, our restrictions 

and safety systems will 

continue to be implemented 

until at least the end of the 

summer term. 

We will review things at the 

end of the July and decide 

what amendments will be 

made, which of the new 

systems we will keep and 

which things will revert back 

to pre COVID times.

STAFFING CHANGES

Following on from the news of Mrs Holden's departure, it is 

my great pleasure to tell you that after half term, Mrs Kelly 

Maslen our SENDCO will become the school?s Designated 

Safeguarding Lead. Mrs Williams and I will continue in our 

roles as Deputy Safeguarding Leads.

Mrs Maslen will be ably supported by Mrs Lyndsay Maguire 

who will also be named as one of the school?s Deputy 

Safeguarding Leads. Mrs Maguire currently works in school 

as a SEND teacher and works closely with Mrs Maslen. Mrs 

Maslen and Mrs Maguire will also be there to help you with 

any family support needs you may have. If you have 

something that you would have contacted Mrs Holden for, 

please feel free to contact Mrs Maslen or Mrs Maguire, they 

will do their best to help you. 

Mrs Maslen will be working in school on Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Fridays and Mrs Maguire will be working on 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

Please also be reassured that Mrs Williams and I are also 

here to help in any way that we can.

BOOKISH MORNINGS & 

ARTY  AFTERNOONS

To celebrate our love of books and art in school, next week (w/c 24th May), the whole school will 
be taking part in a Bookish mornings and Arty Afternoons week.  There will be lots of reading and 
story telling, as well as afternoons to explore different art techniques and styles.  All the work 
undertaken through the week will be shared via Facebook and Remind.  The teachers will also be 
displaying all the work in the corridors after half term, so that the children will be able to see all of 
the wonderful learning that has taken place across the school.  A big thank you to all the staff 
involved in the planning of this week, in particular Miss Parker (KS2 English Leader) and Mrs 
Crocker (Art & Design Lead).
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