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Managing Climate Change
Climate change can be managed on different scales:

Internationally
Governments can meet together at climate change summits to 
discuss how they can work together to cut carbon emissions and 
support others to deal with the effects of climate change.
Nationally 
Individual governments can put laws in place to reduce carbon 
emissions in areas such as waste management, transport, 
energy production and land use.
Individually
You can also reduce your carbon footprint by making small 
choices yourself such as the way you travel, what products you 
buy and what you eat.   

The effects of climate change

Climate change will affect different places in different ways, to differing degrees. Some effects of climate change 
include:

● Rising sea levels (leading to some areas no longer being habitable)
● Crop yields decreasing (or increasing in some places)
● Unusual weather events and more severe weather events
● An increase in pests and diseases
● Reduction in water supply
● Reduction in species of plants and animals

Key Vocabulary

Pollution Pollution is when gases, smoke and chemicals are 
introduced into the environment in large doses that 
makes it harmful for humans, animals and plants.

Carbon footprint A carbon footprint is created when people use 
energy sources called fossil fuels that emit carbon 
dioxide, which is a type of greenhouse gas. 

Climate Climate is the average measurement of 
temperature, wind, humidity, snow, and rain in a 
place over the course of years. Climate is like the 
weather, but over a long time.

Global warming Global warming is the rise in temperature of the 
earth's atmosphere.

Greenhouse 
effect

The trapping of the sun’s heat in the Earth’s 
atmosphere by greenhouse gases.

Greenhouse 
gasses

Gases such as carbon dioxide and methane that 
are able to trap the sun’s heat.

Sea level rise When the sea levels rise due to increased ice 
melting and oceans expanding from higher 
temperatures.

Reduce, reuse, 
recycle

Three factors when thinking about how to limit 
the waste you create as an individual.


