
The Victorians
(History)

Key Vocabulary

cholera Due to dirty drinking water, this disease spread and 
killed up to 23,000 people between 1846-1860.

Houses of 
Parliament

The Houses of Parliament were rebuilt in 1841 by 
Charles Barry in a Gothic style after a terrible fire in 
1834.

railways The Great Western Railway was completed in 1841 
and large amounts of railway track was built 
afterwards.

stamps In 1840, the first postage stamps came into use. Post 
boxes were installed and the Royal Mail delivered 
letters.

Historical source

steam engine Steam trains made travel a lot easier, and rich 
people started to go on holidays to the seaside.

workhouse If one had no home they could go to a workhouse to 
work and get food and clothes, Many died of such 
hard work.

Board school Schools set up by the Board of Education to provide 
education to all children.

coronation The formal service of making a person King of 
Queen of a country.

workhouse Places set up by the government where poor people 
with no money could go and be given a bed, food 
and work.  Many had very harsh rules.

industrialised Where heavy mechanised or factory industries, like 
mining ad cloth making have been widely developed.

General Knowledge

The Victorian period is named after Queen 
Victoria who reigned over Britain and a world 
Empire from her coronation in 1837 to her 
death in 1901 - 64 years. Life in Victorian 
England was very different to today. It was a 
time of great wealth and poverty, as well as 
invention and scientific discovery.

Famous Figures

Alexander Graham Bell: one of several 
people responsible for inventing the 
telephone.
Charles Dickens: a writer who wrote 
about the rich and poor. One of his 
famous stories was Oliver Twist.
Dr Barnado: A missionary who set up 
homes for the poor, homeless children. 
Rescued around 60,000 children.
Isambard Kingdom Brunel: a railway 
engineer who constructed railways, 
bridges and steamships.
Joseph Lister: a scientist who invented 
antiseptics, which killed harmful germs.
Lord Shaftsbury: a reformer and MP who 
worked hard to reform the laws 
surrounding children and work in 
factories.
William Morris: a designer and artist who 
developed patterned 
wallpaper.

Timeline

1837 1838 1840 1844 1861 1870 1870 1876 1878 1888 1901
William IV 
dies and 
Victoria 

becomes 
Queen

Slavery is 
abolished in 
the British 

Empire

Queen 
Victoria 
marries 

Prince Albert

 Factory act 
states 
children could 
start work 
from age 8

Prince Albert 
dies of 
Typhoid

 Barnardo 
opened his 
first home for 
boys in 
Stepney 

The 
Education Act 

allows 
children to be 

schooled

Queen 
Victoria 
crowned 

Empress of 
India

Thomas 
Edison 

invents the 
lightbulb

The Football 
League starts

Queen 
Victoria dies

Strawberry thief is one of 
William Morris’s most 
popular repeating designs 
for textiles



The British Empire
(Geography)

Key Vocabulary

Physical Features

Pacific 
Ocean

The Pacific Ocean is the largest and deepest 
of Earth's oceans. It is bounded by the 
continents of Asia and Australia in the west 
and the Americas in the east.

Atlantic 
Ocean

The second-largest ocean on Earth
the Atlantic Ocean is bordered by the 
Americas to the west and Europe and Africa to 
the east. 

Key Places

India India was the jewel in the crown of the British 
Empire. It provided spices, jewels and textiles. 
It also had a huge population and soldiering 
was an honourable tradition in India so Indian 
soldiers became a large part of the Empire’s 
military power. 

Ivory Coast Millions of people were stolen by the British 
Empire from the Ivory coast and other African 
countries and sold as part of the Victorian 
Slave Trade.

Australia Between 1788 and 1868, about 162,000 
convicts were transported from Britain to 
various penal colonies in Australia.The British 
Government began transporting convicts 
overseas to relieve further overcrowding of 
British prisons.

Caribbean Sugar, cocoa and coffee were all grown here 
and taken to Britain.

“The Empire on which the sun never sets.”
The British Empire was so extensive that at least one part of 

the territory was always in daylight.

Key Vocabulary

Transportation Transportation is the movement of humans, 
animals and goods from one location to 
another.

British Empire An 'empire' is a group of countries ruled over 
by a single monarch or ruling power. ... The 
British Empire comprised of Britain, the 
'mother country' and the colonies, countries 
ruled to some degree by and from Britain.

Grid reference A grid of squares which helps the map-reader 
to locate a place.

Key Maps are usually too small to contain lots of 
writing so instead there are symbols. There is 
usually a key at the side of the map which 
explains what the symbols mean.

Colony A colony is a group of people from one 
country who build a settlement in another 
territory, or land.

Trade route A lane at sea that is a regularly used route for 
vessels. a route followed by traders.

Continent A continent is a massive area of land that is 
separated from others by water or other 
natural features. There are seven continents 
on Earth.

The national flag of the United 
Kingdom is the Union Jack, also 

known as the Union Flag.

The British Empire was the world's 
first global power and history's 
largest Empire; by 1921, it held  
over a population of 500–600 
million people — roughly a quarter 
of the world's population — and 
covered about 15.1 million square 
miles (nearly 37 million square 
kilometres), roughly 35% of the 
world's total land area.
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