
India
(History)

Key Vocabulary

Civilisation A civilisation is a human society with its own social 
organisation and culture.

Hinduism World’s oldest religion and third largest after Christianity 
and Islam

Golden Age A period of time when art, science and culture flourishes

Raja A prince or king in India

Dynasty A dynasty is when one family rules a country or 
region over a long period of time.

The Indus Valley The region of India first inhabited by humans

Diwali Hindu festival of lights.  Diwali symbolises the spiritual 
"victory of light over darkness, good over evil, and 
knowledge over ignorance"

British Rule (The Raj)  Period of British rule on the Indian subcontinent between 
1858 and 1947.

East India Company A British company that traded with India.

The Taj Mahal Mausoleum built by Shah Jahan for his wife Mumtaz Mahal 
after she died.

Queen Victoria - the 
Empress of India.

British monarch who claimed the title of Empress of India 

Independence If a country has or gains independence, it has its own 
government and is not ruled by any other country. 

Assassination The murder of a prominent person or political figure by a 
surprise attack, usually for payment or political reasons.

General Knowledge

Thousands of years ago, India was home to the Indus Valley 
civilisation, one of the world's oldest civilisations.
The Hindu religion began here and is one of the world’s oldest 
religions.  It was ruled by many dynasties over the centuries.

Golden Age of India took place during the Gupta dynasty. This 
dynasty produced new developments in science, great art, 
and advanced culture. The decimal number system was 
developed during this time.

In the 16th century, European countries began to enter India 
because of the vast natural resources that were there. These 
countries took control of India and exported tea and cotton 
around the world.

Britain eventually took control of India.  Queen Victoria 
claimed the title of Empress of India, but she never went to 
India, she made a pretty good attempt of having India come 
to her instead!

In the early 1900s India began to fight for independence from 
Britain. Led by Mohandas Gandhi, non-violent protests were 
made against the British. After many years of struggling, India 
was granted independence from Britain in 1947.

In August 1947, the British Indian Empire was partitioned into 
the Union of India and Dominion of Pakistan.

India has a Space Programme. In  2008, the spacecraft 
Chandrayaan 1 orbited the moon and discovered water 
molecules on its surface. In 2019 there was an attempt to 
land an Indian Spaceship on the moon. Unfortunately it was 
unsuccessful but they are determined to keep trying… 

Famous Figures
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independence 

Indian launch 
first lunar 
mission

Mohandas Gandhi 
was a famous Indian 
leader and a champion 
for justice.
Gandhi fought for civil 
rights for Indian 
people.

Mother Teresa 
was a 
humanitarian.  
This means she 
did things to help 
out other people.  
Her entire life was 
fully devoted to 
helping the sick, 
the needy and the 
helpless.

Guru Nanak
The Sikh faith was 
funded by Guru Nanak 
(169-1539) and was 
the first of ten Sikh 
Gurus.

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/raja
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/women_leaders/queen_victoria.php
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/gain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partition_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominion_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominion_of_Pakistan
https://www.isro.gov.in/glimpses-of-indian-space-program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkic_peoples


India
(Geography)

Key Vocabulary

Physical Features

River Ganges The Ganges river flows through India and 
Bangladesh. It is a sacred river to Hindus

mountain ranges India is home to seven major mountain ranges that 
have peaks of over 1000 metres. The most famous 
and the highest mountain range of India is the 
Himalayan range.

beaches There are many beaches on the Indian coast which 
stretches for 7517 km both on the eastern and 
western coast.

desert A desert is any large region that gets very little rain 
each year.

Human Features

New Delhi Capital of India.

Taj Mahal The Taj Mahal is an ivory-white marble mausoleum 
on the south bank of the Yamuna river in the Indian 
city of Agra.

Golden Temple The Golden Temple is a Gurdwara located in the 
city of Amritsar, Punjab, India and was completed in 
1577.

Lotus Temple The Lotus Temple, located in Delhi, India, is a 
Bahá'í House of Worship that was completed in 
December 1986.

The capital city of India is New 
Delhi. 

The majority of people speak 
Hindi and English. 

There are four main religions 
in India: Hinduism, Islam, 
Christianity and Sikhism.

Key Vocabulary

mountains When tectonic plates (parts of the earth’s crust)  collide  
(hit together) pushing land upwards mountains are 
formed

culture is a pattern of behaviour shared by a society, or group 
of people

Climate is the average measurements of temperature, wind, 
humidity, snow, and rain in a place over the course of 
years.

organic 
farming

Organic farms grow foods without using man-made 
chemicals (like pesticides or herbicides) which can 
harm to the environment or wildlife.

export the act of sending a product to another country to be 
sold.

natural 
disaster

a natural event such as a flood, earthquake, or 
hurricane that causes great damage or loss of life.

monsoon a seasonal wind in southern Asia; blows from the 
southwest (bringing rain) in summer and from the 
northeast in winter. India receives monsoon rain in two 
cycles.

human 
feature

The structures that have been built or made by 
humans. They are not natural features.

physical 
feature

The natural environment of an area.

hemisphere A hemisphere is formed by dividing the earth into the 
Northern and Southern Hemispheres at the equator.  
India is in the Northern hemisphere.

rupee The official currency (system of money) in India

India's flag is a horizontal tricolour in equal 
proportion of deep saffron (orange) on the 
top, white in the middle and dark green at 
the bottom. Each colour represents 
something different: 
Saffron represents stands for courage and 
sacrifice. 
White represents peace, unity and truth. 
Green stands for faith and fertility.

India can be found on the continent of Asia. 
Its closest neighbouring countries are 
Pakistan, Nepal and Bangladesh.

The River Ganges is an Asian river; 
which rises in the Himalayas and 
flows east into the Bay of Bengal; is 
a sacred river of the Hindus.

India is one of the largest tea 
producers in the world, although 
over 70 percent of its tea is 
consumed within India itself.  A 
number of renowned teas, such as 
Assam and Darjeeling, also grow 
exclusively in India.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darjeeling

