
    Into the Unknown (Year 2)

Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus
(History)

Key Vocabulary

Explorer Someone who travels to places about 
which very little is known in order to 
discover what is there

Sailor Someone who works on a ship or sails on 
a boat

Merchant A person who buys or sells goods

Voyage A long journey on a ship or in a spacecraft

Astronaut A person who is trained for travelling in a 
spacecraft

Flight 
Commander

An officer in charge of a flight

Command 
module

the detachable control compartment of a 
manned spacecraft.

Gravity The force which causes things to drop to 
the ground

Space 
Shuttle

A rocket-launched spacecraft,used to 
make repeated journeys between the 
Earth and space

Rocket a vehicle with a very powerful jet engine 
designed to carry people or equipment 
beyond Earth and out into space.

Christopher Columbus
● Christopher Columbus was an explorer 

born in 1451 in Genoa, in Northern Italy.
● Columbus believed the Earth was round 

and decided to try and sail west from 
Europe to reach Asia.

● August 3rd 1492 three ships sailed west 
called the Santa Maria, the Nina and the 
Pinta.  

● 12th October 1492 Columbus found an 
island and named it San Salvador.

● He went on four voyages across the 
Atlantic Ocean.

● Columbus became tired and ill and  died in 
1506. He never knew he  had found a new 
continent, North America. 

Timeline

1400s 1500s 1600s 1700s 1800s 1900s 2000s
1492 Christopher Columbus 
explorer famous for 
discovering ‘The Americas’.

Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, Michael 
Collins
1969 Apollo 11 landed on the moon.

Tim Peake
2015 First British astronaut to live 
on the International Space Station

Neil Armstrong
● Neil Armstrong was an astronaut born in 1930 

in the state of Ohio, United States of America.
● 1967 United  States scientists began making 

plans for a moon landing and designed a new 
spacecraft called Apollo.

● Apollo 11 launched in 1969.  It took off from 
the Kennedy Space Centre in Florida, USA. 

● Apollo 11 was the first spacecraft to land on 
the moon.

● 21st July 1969, Neil Armstrong was the first 
person to walk on the moon.

● Neil Armstrong died in 2012 at the age of 82.  
Today he still inspires modern astronauts.



        UK Map Skills (Year 2) 
(Geography)

Physical Features

River Thames The River Thames is the second longest river 
in the UK and flows through London.

coastline is the area where land meets the sea or 
ocean.

Snowdon Snowdon is the highest mountain in Wales

Lochs Is the name for freshwater lakes in Scotland.

Giant’s 
Causeway

The Giant's Causeway is an area of about 
40,000 interlocking basalt columns, found in 
Northern Ireland.

Human Features

Buckingham 
Palace

Is the London residence of the Queen of 
England.

Big Ben Big Ben is the nickname for the Great Bell in  
in the striking clock at the Palace of 
Westminster. 

Edinburgh 
Castle

A historic fortress which dominates the skyline 
of Edinburgh

motorway A major road that has been specially built for 
fast travel over long distances

railway A network of tracks made of steel rails along 
which trains run

Key Vocabulary

United 
Kingdom

England, Wales, 
Scotland, Northern 
Ireland.

London Capital city of England

Cardiff Capital city of Wales

Edinburgh Capital city of Scotland

Belfast Capital city of Northern 
Ireland

Aerial 
photograph

Photos taken of the 
earth’s surface or 
features from aircraft 
or a satellite 

Giant’s Causeway

Mount Snowdon Buckingham Palace Edinburgh Castle


