
The Vikings
(History)

Key Vocabulary
Danelaw An area of land ruled by the Vikings where they 

settled from York down to the east of England.

drinking horn Made from the horns of goats and cattle, these were 
used when drinking water, milk or mead.

helmet Helmets were made from iron with a bowl and nose 
guard and leather within. They did not have horns.

jewellery Using a range of materials from gold to animal bones 
they made rings, brooches, necklaces and bracelets.

long boat Long, narrow ships that could travel fast in shallow 
waters for incredibly long distances.

longhouse Made of wattle and daub, wood or stone with an 
open fire in the centre with one single room

loom Viking women would spin wool or flax which was 
then woven into cloth using a wooden framed loom.

shield Wooden, circular and painted (often red and white) 
Often their only defence (armour was expensive)

runes Runes are the letters in a set of related alphabets 
known as runic alphabets.  

General Knowledge

Invaders
The vikings wanted new land 
because in the places where they 
came from in Scandinavia (Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark), it was hard to grow crops. 
This meant that as the population got bigger there 
was a shortage of food. Britain and Europe had 
plenty of good farmland so the Vikings tried to 
claim some of that land for themselves.

Religion
The Vikings believed in many different gods and 
they thought that making sacrifices to the gods 
kept them all happy. They also told stories about 
the gods, called Norse mythology. Each god was in 
charge of something difference such as war, travel 
or home.

Odin - the king of gods and the god 
of war
Thor - the god of thunder
Freyja - the god of love and war
Loki - half god and half fire spirit 
causing trouble for the other gods

Famous Figures
Eric Bloodaxe 885 -954
Eric Bloodaxe was king of the Viking 
kingdom of Jorvik between 947 -948 and 
952-954.  He was the last King of York 
who was driven out in 954. The Vikings in 
England then agreed to be ruled by the 
King of England rather than having their 
own King.

King Canute 990 - 1035
Canute was the first Viking King of 
England, ruling from 1016 - 1035. He won 
a battle against Edmund II that divided 
their kingdoms, 
but when 
Edmund 
died Canute ruled
both kingdoms.

Timeline
793 AD 793 AD 867 AD 878 AD 886 AD 926 AD 927 AD 939 AD 954 AD 1066 AD

First Viking 
attack happens 
in Dorset

Vikings attack 
the monastery 
of Lindisfarne

The Vikings 
capture York – 
The city 
becomes Jorvik, 
the Viking 
capital in 
England 

Wessex is 
overrun by 
Vikings and 
King Alfred goes 
into hiding

King Alfred 
defeats the 
Viking and 
allows them to 
settle in East 
England - 
Danelaw is 
created

Eastern England 
is conquered by 
the Saxons

Athelstan, King 
of Wessex, 
takes York from 
the Vikings 

Athelstan, first 
King of all 
England dies 

Eric Bloodaxe, 
the last Viking 
king in England, 
is forced out of 
Jorvik (York)

Battle of 
Hastings. 
William of 
Normandy 
becomes King 
of England.

Odin



Our Place in Europe
(Geography)

Key Vocabulary

Physical Features

The Alps The Alps are the highest and most 
extensive mountain range system that 
lies entirely in Europe, and stretching 
approximately 1,200 kilometres.

River Volga The Volga is the longest river in Europe 
with a catchment area of 1,350,000 
square kilometres.

Mediterranean Sea The Mediterranean Sea is a sea 
connected to the Atlantic Ocean, 
surrounded by the Mediterranean Basin 
and almost completely enclosed by 
land.

The North Sea The North Sea is a marginal sea of the 
Atlantic Ocean located between Great 
Britain, Denmark, Norway, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Belgium and France.

Human Features

Famous landmarks A landmark is an important and 
recognisable object or feature.

Capital city The capital city or capital town  is a city 
or town where the central government 
of a country, or part of a country, such 
as a state, province or county, is.

European Union The E.U. is a political and economic 
group of 28 countries who allow free 
trade and commerce between member 
states. It was created in 1948 after 
World War II to help Europe become 
more stable.  

In 2020, there are 44 countries in Europe.
The current population is 747 million people.

border The dividing line (political or physical eg. rivers, 
mountains and seas) between two countries or 
political regions.

commerce Activity of buying and selling on a large scale

euro The unit of money used across most of Europe

Iberian 
Peninsula

Portugal, Spain and Andorra where the region is 
hotter and drier than the rest of Western Europe

Mediterranean Southern areas of Europe which have mild winters 
and hot summers (e.g. Spain, Turkey)

temperate The middle section of Europe has cold winters and 
mild summers (e.g. UK, Germany, Poland)

Russia Only Western Russia is considered inside Europe

Scandinavia Norway, Sweden and Denmark - cool climates

Europe has 24 active languages being spoken with 
Russian and German being the most common first 

languages spoken.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Basin
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