
Inspirational People
(History)

Key Vocabulary

Environmentalist Someone who is concerned about protecting the 
environment.

Naturalist Someone who studies, and is an expert in, natural 
history.

Civil rights These are basic rights that every citizen has under 
the laws of the government.

Activist A person who campaigns and works with others to 
change things.

Sculptor An artist who makes artwork in 3d form.

Inventor A person who invents new ideas.

Composer Somebody who writes music to be played or 
performed by musicians. 

Campaigner A person who works in an organised and active way 
to reach a goal.

Driven A person who is determined to achieve something or 
be successful.

Global Relating to the whole world.

Famous Figures
Greta Thunberg - environmental activist
A 16 year old Swedish schoolgirl who inspired a global movement to fight climate change. She 
was named Time magazine's Person of the Year for 2019. 
David Attenborough - naturalist
Sir David Attenborough has inspired millions by bringing the natural world into our homes.
He is an English broadcaster and natural historian. He is best known for writing and presenting 
the ‘Life Collection’ of tv programmes that together constitute a comprehensive survey of animal 
and plant life on Earth.
Dr Jane Goodall - naturalist
Jane Goodall is an expert on chimpanzees. She has campaigned about the importance of 
conservation and animal welfare. 
Martin Luther King - civil rights activist
Martin Luther King, Jr. was a civil rights activist in the 1950s and 1960s. He led non-violent 
protests to fight for the rights of all people including African Americans. He hoped that America 
and the world could become a colour-blind society where race would not impact a person's civil 
rights.
Alberto Giacometti - sculptor
Alberto was a Swiss sculptor, painter, draftsman and printmaker. He was one of the most 
important sculptors of the 20th century.
Leonardo DaVinci- inventor and artist
Leonardo DaVinci designed inventions for a helicopter, parachutes and even tanks. He is most 
famous for his paintings including that of the Mona Lisa.
John Williams - composer
John Williams is an American composer and conductor who has scored more than 100 films 
including 'Jaws,' eight 'Star Wars' movies, 'E.T.' and the first three 'Harry Potter' films.
Bob Marley - singer/song writer
Bob Marley was a Jamaican singer and songwriter. Considered one of the pioneers of reggae. 
He is also known for his smooth and distinctive vocal and songwriting style.
Malala Yousafzai - campaigner 
Malala campaigns for human right, especially the right that everyone should have an education. 
After surviving an attack by the Taliban in her home country of Pakistan, she moved to England. 

Born 1452
Died 1519

Born 1901
Died 1966

Born 1929
Died 1968

Born 1923 Born 1932 Born 1934 Born 1945
Died 1981

Born 1997 Born 2003

Inspirational – To offer something valuable
and  uplifting which motivates others to bring out the best in 
themselves. To be inspirational is to lead by example and encourage 
others to feel there is something worthwhile to become and do.


